
mused look of satisfaction that 
comes when you know you 
were way over your heads but 
somehow you pulled a fast one 
and came out golden.  Even my 
Ducks won.  And for weeks 
afterward I got calls and 
emails form people who said 
or heard it was the best, most 
fun auction of the year.  We 
came out bucks up and even 
got a bounce with new faces 
coming to meetings.  Then we 
took a hard accounting of our 
months spent putting it to-
gether and promised ourselves 
we wouldnõt subject our board 
to that again for two years.  It 
appears even stunningly suc-
cessful auctions are board 
killers.  The other thing we 
learned is that everyone is 
happy when youõre selling 
good wine for two bucks a 
glass. 
 
Two Lakes in One Day  
Before Andy took over as out-
ing chair, I was often responsi-
ble for picking the places on 
our calendar of weekend fun.  
And thereõs nothing I like more 
than float tubing Cascade 
lakes.  I really wanted to lead 
an outing to Buck Lake, a 
small, deep, crystal clear blue 
(sterile?) hike -in tarn between 
Shellrocks and Timothy that 
was home to some of the most 
uniquely colored brook trout I 
had ever seen.  But there was a 
catch.  That being, you donõt 
catch many, and the bite only 
happens between 11 -11:30am.  
Thatõs a hard sell.  I mean, I 
knew I was going to be hard -
pressed to hook anything, let 
alone guide folks to success 

Did anyone else wake up 
Thursday after the last meet-
ing with tired cheek muscles 
from smiling and laughing?  In 
case you missed the Brian 
OõKeefe Bahamas bonefish 
comedy hour (or two hours, as 
the case may be), well, you 
missed out.  One person, very 
new to our meetings, happily 
remarked that they were going 
to officially join up, because 
the last two meetings they 
attended were so much fun.  
Hearing comments like that 
are especially gratifying, be-
causeñwith apologies to our 
coldwater conservation mis-
sionñI believe weõre primarily 
here to have a good time.  We 
didnõt join TU to selflessly 
pursue some joyless quest to 
save the planet; we join in be-
cause man is a social creature 
and we enjoy rubbing elbows 
with friendly people who share 
our values and interests, some 
of whom also often happen to 
know where the good fishing 
might be.  Anyway, it seems 
that a wonderful time was had 
by all --especially me.  
 
By the way, it was my last 
meeting serving as your TVTU 
president.  Like I said when I 
finally got married last June, I 
had a good run.  It lasted seven 
years, or so.  I donõt know ex-
actly, Iõve lost track.  It went by 
in a bit of a blur.   You know 
how life gets.  Still, I have 
many happy memories.  As a 
parting gift, I thought Iõd re-
count a few of the highlights 
with you as I shuffle out the 
door.  The following are in no 
particular order, other than the 

way I summon them out of the 
chaos in my head.  
 
Our First Banquet/Auction at 
EcoTrust  
The hell you say, a banquet/
auction --one of the most 
dreaded events for any self -
funding non -profit organiza-
tion, and a noted president 
and board killer?  Yes, indeed.  
And I had just spent about a 
solid week creating the auction 
program, and I arrived in a bit 
of a frazzle; worried about 
how everything was going to 
come together; and if folks 
who had bought tickets would 
show up and actually bid on 
the pretty cool stuff that we 
had worked so hard to 
scrounge; and whether our 
amateur auctioneer was going 
to make it; and if my Ducks 
were going to actually beat 
USC for the Pac -10 tournament 
title that I couldnõt watch, but 
was on downstairs at Patago-
nia; or if we were going to 
make any money at all.  Yes, I 
had a lot on my mind.  But one 
look at the beautiful display of 
hors dõ oeuvres and a swig of 
Oak Knoll 2001 Pinot and I was 
on my way to my happy place.  
The wine flowed all night.  The 
virtual sellout room was buzz-
ing with giddy free -spending 
guests, and everything that 
could go wrong didnõt, and 
when it was all over and Jerry 
and Andy and I were draining 
a few beers out of the keg 
from the final van we loaded in 
the parking lot in the evening 
chill of an early March Satur-
day night, we smiled at each 
other with the kind of be-

PRESIDENTõS COLUMN   HANK HOSFIELD 

Meeting Schedule and Featured Speakers:   Chapter Meetings are held at the LUCKY  LABRADOR  on the second Wednesday of each month  
at 6:30 PM with a social get -together and the formal meeting at 7:00 PM  unless otherwise noted in the newsletter or website.   
Lucky Labrador, Multnomah Village, 7675 SW Capitol Hwy. Portland,  (503) 244 -2537. Food and Beverages available.  
 

March 12 

Brian Marz Presents Year-Round Fishing in the Emerald Valley 

One of the great mysteries that McKenzie Angler Fly Shop owner and guide Brian Marz is exploring is why do so many Oregon anglers spend so much money to go 

so far away to fish waters that arenôt as good as what we have right here at home?  His theory is, they just donôt know how good theyôve got it.   Heôs going to show 

us some of the best, where city-run steelhead are readily available in both the McKenzie and Willamette rivers, and other lesser discovered hot spots. 

 

April 9 

Tactics for the Deschutes River with John Smeraglio 

As the long-time owner and guide for the Deschutes Canyon Fly Shop in Maupin, John knows pretty much every bend of that river, many of the fish, and how to fool 

them into taking one of those glorified hooks you may have bought from him.  John has a real knack for breaking down the mysteries of his home waters, as well as 

teaching everyone from beginners to experts how to be more successful on those precious days you can escape to ply the waters anywhere.  Our members are still 

talking (reverently) about the last time he spoke years ago. 
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that had never been there and 
hadnõt yet adjusted their expec-
tations properly downward.  
Buck Lake is really pretty and 
special, but itõs guaranteed 
frustration and I knew that if 
this was all I had to offer the 
gang who humped all the way 
up the trail to the snowline to 
jump in that very still water, I 
would never hear the end of it.  
At that time there was no sign 
at the trailhead ñwhich is one 
of the reasons there are so few 
anglers there ñbut if there were 
a sign it would say: òAll ye who 
enter here abandon all hope.ó  
Which is another reason there 
are so few anglers there.  So I 
figure if I was going to take 
them on this hopeless hike, 
there had to be some sort of 
consolation prize, you know, 
just for my own redemption.  I 
figured Timothy Lake could be 
my salvation.  It was less than 
ten miles as the crow flies.  In 
fact, you can see Timothy from 
the top of the trail before you 
duck into the forest toward 
Buck.   
 
My plan was to fish Buck until 
noon, then bug out for Timo-
thy.   
 
Continued on page 4  



Through the good graces of a 

family whose father passed 

away, The Tualatin Valley TU 

Chapter has received a dona-
tion of an Outcast pontoon 

boat (8 foot pontoons), loaded 

with features including an an-

chor system, gear pouch, cup 

holder and rod holder, with a 

double-action inflation pump.  

Also donated were fly-tying 

equipment and materials and a 

good set of Simms neoprene 

chest waders great for cold-

weather lake or river fishing.   
In order to convert these items 

to cash for the Chapterôs ac-

tivities and projects, with your 

help weôre going to liquidate 

them as follows. 

 

 

Pontoon boat and gear.  Weôve 

priced the items in a package 

and have set a reserve price 

substantially below their 
value.  Weôre inviting anyone 

who is interested to submit a 

written bid to me, Mike Gen-

try, 85 Tanglewood Drive, 

Lake Oswego, OR 97035 by 

letter or by e-mail at michael-

gentry04@comcast.net by 

March 31, 2008.  Feel free to 

call Mike at (503) 636-0061 

for questions or details.  Those 

of you who are still struggling 
around the water in your 

donuts and envying all those 

easy to use, fast and fun pon-

toon boats around you, this is 

your chance!  The boat and 

equipment are in very good 

shape. 

Regal Medallion Series tying 

vise with both c-clamp and 

weighted desk stands.  Weôre 

handling the vise the same 
way.  Iôve tied for more than 

forty years and this is the vise 

I use. 

 

Waders and fly-tying materi-

als.   We have set prices on all 

of these items substantially 

below what you would pay for 

the same item in the shops.  

For example, the waders 

(Simms XXL) are a steal at 
$40.  The fly-tying materials 

include assorted dubbing 

packs, elk and deer hair, as-

sorted stringed saddle hackle 

and saddle hackle and neck 

skins, assorted fur patches, 

ribbing, flashabou, assorted 

Interested in a Good Pontoon Boat?  Fly-tying materials? 

now, although in much lesser 
numbers than in the past, wild 
Coho, fall Chinook, winter 
steelhead, plus sea run cutthroat 
and native cuts. 

 
We looked at and learned about 
three prospective locations 
where we could make a differ-
ence. These were in addition to 
the one we reviewed during our 
first trip. One is a small creek 
where salmon and steelhead 

visit to spawn.  This narrow 
creek begins in the hills and 
flows into the Necanicum estu-
ary. It needs considerable resto-
ration and reconnecting to sus-
tain fish and the environment. 
Secondly, we explored a river 
section with a ditch flowing into 

the river and nearby ponds re-
sulting from mining. Salmon 
spawn here. Thirdly, we walked 
over an area formerly a Sitka 
spruce swamp. We learned 
about limits on water flow and 
fish caused by a small culvert, a 

needed estuary plus creek and 
stream needs as well as desires 
to restore this area to its original 
framework. 
 

We learned more about how the 
conservancy works with the 
watershed council and other 
nonprofits. The conservancy 
helps on government owned 
lands while facilitating wher-
ever it can to improve the water-
shed estuary. Weyerhaeuser 

Lumber owns 90% of the land 
in estuary and Weyerhaeuser 
works with the conservancy to 
improve the watershed. In the 
county, the balance of private 
land is small property of 130 
acres or less. County population 
is 29,000 with Seaside being 

25% of the total. In the county, 
there are no federal lands. Local 
management is by the county 
and city. 
 
Our national office, via the Ore-
gon Council, submitted two 

Chapter Continues Gathering InformationFor Our Conservation Projects 

By: Robert Bernard, Chapter Vice President 

People in Trout Unlimited rec-
ognize the importance of envi-
ronmental conservation. The TU 
óMantraò is Protect, Reconnect, 
Restore and Sustainò.  To those 

ends, I provide you with an 
update concerning our interest 
in helping the Necanicum River 
Watershed. 
 
On January 14, 2008, I repre-
sented our chapter at a second 
meeting with representatives of 

the North Coast Land Trust 
Conservancy.  At this meeting 
were six other TU individuals 
representing the Clackamas 
Chapter, the Oregon Council, 
legal, scientific and volunteer 
aspects of the project. 
 

After driving to Seaside, we 
began the day by meeting with 
the Conservancy Director and 
staff person. Our primary focus 
is to improve this watershed to 
restore the numbers of fish us-
ing this watershed. Those are 
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body yarn, body floss, tying 

thread spools, assorted rib-

bing and weight wire, pea-

cock and ostrich plumes, as-

sorted feather packet, che-
nille, goose biot, beadheads, 

bodkins, tweezers, pliers, 

scissors, dubbing spinner, 

hackle stacker and other 

items.  Some of the materials 

havenôt been opened, most 

are close to full packets.   The 

hair, fur and feathers were 

stored in pouches with cedar 

pieces. 

 

 Anyone who is interested 
can call Mike at (503) 636-

0061 for more information, 

or to come over and look 

them over. 
 

grants. Funding would allow for 
primarily large-scale enhancements 
using equipment and some muscle/
brains of TU. National TUôs com-

mitments are to find funding, and 
support us in developing a water-
shed. If approved, funding would 
allow us to become a pilot project. 
Our chapter could lead a commu-
nity effort to improve a watershed. 
 
Again, we are in the exploratory 

stages. 
 
Another river system under consid-
eration is the Deschutes.  The lead 
chapter on any Deschutes effort 
would be our Bend chapter.  Na-
tional TU and our Oregon Council 
are helping devise restoration, re-

connecting, restoring and sustain-
ing labor within this watershed. 
 
For other information, I recom-
mend you look at the related article 
in our January/February newsletter 
or talk with me. 

mailto:michaelgentry04@comcast.net
mailto:michaelgentry04@comcast.net


Reel Recovery is a national 

non-profit organization that 

conducts free fly-fishing 

retreats for men recovering 

from cancer. Combining 

expert fly-fishing instruction 

with directed ñcourageous 

conversationsò the organiza-

tion offers a unique experi-

ence for men with cancer.  

Including a time to share 

their stories, learn a new 

skill, form lasting friend-

ships and gain renewed hope 

as they confront the chal-
lenges of their recovery. 

 

I encourage you to tell any 

man recovering from cancer 

about Reel Recovery. We 

conduct retreats throughout 

the US. I am the retreat coor-

dinator for Oregon and 

Washington.  Our 2008 08 

Oregon retreat is August 20-

22 at the Big K Guest Ranch, 

Elkton, OR.  More informa-
tion check out - 

www.ReelRecovery.org; 

info@reelrecovery.org or 

contact Robert Bernard at 

(503).310-8714. 

Casting for Recovery is a 

national non-profit organiza-

tion conducting support and 

educational groups for 

breast cancer survivors. 
Their retreats incorporate fly

-fishing to promote physical 

and emotional healing, con-

necting with other women, 

enjoying the beauty of out-

doors and learning a new 

sport. 

 

Retreats occur throughout 

the US.  Two weekend re-
treats are up coming in Ore-

gon. One is September 5-7 

and a second October 10-12. 

Learn more by going to 

www.castingforrecovery.org 

or Email: 

info@castingforrecovery.org  

It is no secret that numerous 

threats abound to fisheries and 

watersheds throughout the 

Northwest.  One of the para-
mount missions of Trout Unlim-

ited is to mobilize forces to com-

bat those problems.  While fund-

ing from the national organiza-

tion and interested conservation 

groups occasionally is available 

for some efforts, in large part the 

task is accomplished at the local 

chapter level by mobilizing 

members for reclamation, resto-

ration and enhancement projects. 
 

It takes willing hands and money 

to keep a chapter viable and able 

to undertake these tasks.  Some 

projects require equipment and 

materials to remove debris and 

create holding and rearing areas 

or improve riparian zones.  Since 

the vast majority of membersô 

dues go to TU national and not 

to the local chapter, chapters are 

often hampered in finding the 
funds necessary to do their work.  

Our chapter is no different. 

 

There are a number of ways each 

of you can help with this impor-

tant work. 

fishing and conservation organi-
zations which sued to force a re-
listing after it was dropped in 
2004.  
 
ñWhat a federal listing for Ore-
gon Coastal coho gives us is a 
bigger lever to use in concert 
with on -the-ground efforts to 
accelerate coho recovery to a 
level where federal protection is 
no longer necessary,ò said Jeff 
Curtis of Trout Unlimited. ñWith 
declines outpacing recovery for 
too many salmon and steelhead 
stocks up and down the Pacific 
Coast, we need to use every tool 
in the box together to make up 
lost ground and work toward 
restored fisheries.ò 
 

 
Conservation organization 

and its Oregon Council look-
ing forward to  

stepped-up recovery actions 
for Oregonôs signature 

salmon 
 
Trout Unlimited praised the 
decision by NOAA Fisheries to 
restore federal Endangered Spe-
cies Act protection as a 
ñthreatenedò species for Oregon 
Coastal coho salmon. The 
agency, charged with salmon and 
steelhead conservation, had been 
under court order to reconsider 
its 2006 decision not to list the 
Oregon Coastal coho. Trout 
Unlimited was among a group of 

ñThe goal at the end of the day is 
fish recovery and restoration, 
and an ESA listing in the case of 
Oregon coho brings added incen-
tive and public attention to bear 
on meeting those goals faster,ò 
said Tom Wolf, Chair of TUôs 
volunteer arm in the state, its 
Oregon Council.  
 
ñTrout Unlimited and its Oregon 
members are increasing our own 
commitments to working on the 
ground with local land trusts, 
conservation groups, businesses, 
watershed councils, citizensô 
groups and private landowners 
on recovery for Oregonôs salmon, 
trout and steelhead stocks wher-
ever we can reach them,ò Wolf 
said.  

Help Men and Women Battling Cancer 

Praise for Restoration of ESA Protection for Oregon Coastal Coho Salmon  
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We Need Your Help! 

­Manpower.  Weôd love to 

have a list of members who 

would be willing to lend a 

hand on some of the work 

projects.  If you can join us, 
youôll get to meet some pretty 

dedicated people, share some 

fishing stories, and have the 

satisfaction of doing a little bit 

for the cause. 

 

Cleaning out your fishing 

closet.  Most of us have an old 

rod, float tube, waders or other 

gear that we donôt use any 

more.  They just gather dust 

somewhere.  Why not donate 
those items to the chapter, so 

we can find a good home for 

them in another memberôs 

hands and the chapter can 

make a little money to help 

pay for some needed projects? 

 

Looking far ahead.  Why not 

consider a bequest of funds or 

items to the chapter in your 

will or trust?  Most of us who 
belong to various charitable 

organizations are aware that 

they routinely raise funds for 

their purposes in this way, yet 

when we think of our fishing 

interests and organizations, it 

doesnôt occur to us that our 

local TU chapter can benefit 

from the same kind of 

thoughtfulness.  A simple in-

clusion of ñI leave to the Tu-

alatin Valley Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited [items or money]ò 

can go a long way!  

by Robert Bernard, Reel Recovery, Oregon Retreat Coordinator 

http://www.reelrecovery.org/
mailto:info@reelrecovery.org
http://www.castingforrecovery.org/

